jhn Editorial Journal of Holistic Nursing is distinctive in the field of journals because it is an official journal of an organization. In the past I have written about how the journal reflects the philosophy and perspectives of the organization and its members. I have also recently shared my views on how the journal can be a source of positive social change that supports holistic health care for all people. Beginning with this issue, we have abandoned the feature of having commentaries written for each of the research articles. These commentaries were meant to provide information to readers about how the research might be useful to practice. We will now ask authors of research articles to include content that addresses the implications of research for practice so that the information is integrated within the content and easily accessible to readers.
This journal is yours, and I need your help in making it reflect what you want. You can help me in three ways. First, I would like to have your input about the journal and how it serves or does not serve your needs. Second, I invite readers to write editorials that reflect their perspectives about the content of the journal or that push our thinking beyond the content. Third, you can participate in developing the content of the journal by recommending topics that would address the needs of holistic nurses in practice, research, and education.
We are currently working with SAge Publications, the company that produces our journal, to develop a survey that will be sent to readers to get their input. We are interested in what attracts you to read the journal, what you appreciate about the journal, and what you would like to see changed that would serve your needs. I am also interested in ideas that you have for enhancing the journal, including the format of the journal, the presentation of the journal (cover, paper quality, images, etc.), and the nature of content. Your response to the survey will assist me in providing editorial leadership that will serve the needs of the members of AHNA and attract additional readers. We will take your input seriously as an indication of how we are doing in providing a venue that advances holistic nursing science and practice. It will also provide information that will help us discover ways we can expand the readership of the journal. editorials provide a vehicle to communicate important affirming and contrasting points of view to the content that is in the journal. In addition, they can be written to provoke new ways of thinking and advocate for innovative ideas that push the boundaries of holistic nursing. They can provide critical reflections on the journal that can help improve the quality of the content. editorials are considered to be short essays that express your thinking, primarily no more than a few pages. These essays may include references to information that documents support for your viewpoint, but are primarily meant to reflect your opinion. They are submitted online through the SAge Publications JHN Web site. editorials are not subjected to peer review nor required to meet the same standards of the articles published in the journal. However, they serve a unique function in the ways that were mentioned previously. Most important, editorials contribute to the dialogue of scholarship, creating a kind of conversation between the editorial writer and authors or the editor of the journal, enriching knowledge and understanding.
Finally, we have discussed the possibility of issues of the journal that are dedicated to a particular topic. The solicitation and review of manuscripts for special topic issues is very complex and challenging from an implementation standpoint. But special topic issues often provide a more detailed picture of critical concerns and areas of advancement related to a topic. Your input and ideas on special topics would be extremely useful. Likewise, if you are interested in seeing more content in the journal of a particular nature, this would assist me in recruiting authors and reviewers who could respond to these interests.
It's your journal-and I want to hear your voices and perspectives. If you would like to share your thoughts with me, I welcome them through e-mail at jhn@uncg.edu.
-W. Richard Cowling III, RN, PhD, APRN-BC, AHN-BC
